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ABSTRACT

The first record is given of a marine catfish from the Cenozoic of southern South America. The material comes
from the Middle Miocene marine Puerto Madryn Formation at the Valdés Peninsula, in east-central Patagonia.
The southernmost geographic range of the family Ariidae in the West Atlantic coastal area is the San Matias Gulf
(northern Patagonia). Ariids are only occasionally reported from southern Patagonia. The ariids represent the
southernmost living record of the order Siluriformes.
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RESUMEN

Se da a conocer el primer registro de un pez gato marino para el Cenozoico de la parte austral de América del
Sur. El material procede de la Formacién Puerto Madryn (Mioceno Medio) en Peninsula Valdés, Patagonia
centro-oriental. El limite meridional de la distribucién habitual de la familia Ariidae en el Atldntico Occidental es
el norte del Golfo de San Matias (norte de Patagonia). El registro en dreas mds australes es ocasional. Los driidos

son los peces gato que alcanzan en la actualidad la distribucién mds austral dentro del orden Siluriformes.
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INTRODUCTION

The family Ariidae is a mostly marine group of
catfishes common in warm and warm-temperate regions.
A few species stray into temperate areas that are warmer
in summer (Burgess, 1989). Ariid remains have also been
reported from marine Cenozoic units throughout the
world (e.g. Casier, 1946).

In this note, a spine assignable to the Family Ariidae
coming from Miocene beds at Peninsula Valdés
(Patagonia; Figure 1) is reported and the geographical
distribution of ariid catfishes in Patagonia is commented.

Abbreviations: AMNH, American Museum of Natural
History of New York, USA. MLP, Departamento
Cientifico Zoologia Vertebrados, Facultad de Ciencias
Naturales y Museo, Argentina. MCPUCRS, Museo de
Ciéncias, Pontificia Universidade, Rio Grande do Sul,
Brasil. MZUSP, Museu de Zoologia, Universidade de
Séo Paulo, Brasil.
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RECENT MATERIAL FOR COMPARISON

Netuma barba, three specimens, one of them cleared and
stained. Valeria del Mar, Buenos Aires province; MLP,
uncat. Three dried skulls, Rio Negro mouth; MLP, uncat.
One specimen, sea coast, Rio Grande, Rio Grande do Sul,
Brazil; MLP, uncat.

Netuma planifrons, One specimen, sea coast, Rio
Grande, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil; MLP, uncat.

Arius spixii, one specimen, Brazil, MZUSP, uncat.

Arius felis, one dry skeleton. AMNH 57713, without
locality.

Bagre bagre, one specimen. Northern Brazil,
MCPCURS 5638.

Bagre marinus, one specimen; Joao Pessoa, Paraiba,
Brazil, MCPUCRS 14399. One dry skeleton; AMNH 56170,
without locality.

Genidens genidens, one specimen. Rio Guaiba na Ilha de
Junco, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. MCPUCRS 14703. One























