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ABSTRACT 

The study of a rich Middle Oxfordian arnrnonite succession from Kachchh CW India) supplies new evidence to supp01t the open 
biogeographic connections between the Submediterranean and lndo - East-African Provinces. The studied assemblage is precisely 
dated as Middle to Upper Transversarium Zone, (Middle Oxfordian), on the basis of representatives of Perisphinctes and Larche­
ria, this finding being the first record of this West-European form from India. The dating of the assemblage is further strenghtened 
by the occuJTence of the tethyan form Gregoryceras. 
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RESUMEN 

El estudio de una sucesi6n rica en ammonites del Oxfordiense Medio del Kachchh (W India) afiade nuevos datos en apoyo de 
la hip6tesis de una conexi6n biogeografica abierta entre las Provincias Europea e Indo-Africana oriental durante este periodo. 
El material estudiado ha podido ser datado con cierta precision como pane media a superior de la Biozona Transversarium 
(Oxfordiense Medio) por la presencia de di versos ejemplares de Perisphinctes y Larcheria, constituyendo esta la primera refe­
rencia de este genera de afinidad europea en la India. La edad de dicho conjunto queda reforzada por la presencia del genera 
tethysiano Gregoryceras. 

Palabras clave: Bioestratigrafia, Paleobiogeografia, Junisico Superior, Provincia lndo - Este-Africana, Provincia Sub­
mediterranea, Biozona Transversarium. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Kachchh basin is located in the extreme West of 
India in the state of Gujarat (Fig. 1). The region of Wagad 
represents the most proximal exposed part of the Jurassic 
sedimentay succession of the Kachchh basin, as one of its six 
principal upfaulted Jurassic domes amidts extensive plain­
land of younger age. The other five uplifted domes are: l :  
Mainland Kachchh; 2: Patcham "Island"; 3: Khadir "Island"; 
4: Bela "Island" and 5: Chorar "Island". 

Middle and Late Jurassic ammonite collections from 
Kachchh, West India, were known from the early works of 
Sowerby (1840), Waagen (1873-75) and Spath (1928-33). 
Remarkable progress has been achieved in the recent years 
(Krishna and Cariou, 1990, 1994; Krishna and Pathak, 1991, 
1994; Callomon, 1993). The Oxfordian record, however, was 
mostly limited so far to the ammonite assemblage from the stra­
tigraphicaJly condensed Dhosa oolite unit, in the greater part of 
the Mainland Kachchh, spanning from Lower to ear·liest Midd­
le Oxfordian. The recent finding of a relatively expanded Midd-

le Oxfordian succession (Klishna et al. 1994) in the most pro­
ximal part of the Kachchh basin, at the locality of Wagad, East 
of the Mainland Kachchh, has allowed the bed-by-bed collec­
tion of thirteen stratigraphically successive arnmonite assem­
blages. The studied ammonite collection comprises over 300 
specimens belonging mostly to the geographically restricted 
Indo - East-African Mayaitinae and Tethyan Perisphinctinae in 
roughly equal proportion to the extent of 90%. The rest of the 
groups represented (10%), include some representatives of 
Euaspidoceratinae, and some few Oppeliidae and Peltocerati­
nae, as well as some scar·ce, large-size representatives of Lios­
traca ammonoids (Phylloceratina and Lytoceratina). 

RECENT PROGRESS IN THE JURASSIC 

STRATIGRAPHY OF K.ACHCHH 

The early ammmonite systematic studies by Sowerby 
(1840); Waagen (1873-75) and Spath (1928-33) invariably 
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