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ABSTRACT

The new genus Cratozeunerella (Caelifera, Locustopsidae) and three constituent new species, C. neotropica n.
sp., C. nordestina n. sp., and C. amedegnatoi n. sp., are described from the Santana Formation (Lower
Cretaceous) of northeastern Brazil. The family Locustopsidae was hitherto represented in the Brazilian
Cretaceous by two other genera: Zessinia Martins-Neto and Locustopsis Handlirsch, suggesting that the group
was most successful in the Southern Hemisphere during Cretaceous times. This family is typical of the Mesozoic
and the oldest record is from the Lower Triassic of Australia. The family is represented now by nine genera
including more than forty species. Thirty in the genus Locustopsis Handlirsch Handlirsch, which is known from
Jurassic rocks in Europe and Asia as well as from Cretaceous rocks in Asia, Africa and Brazil.
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RESUMEN

Se describe el nuevo género Cratozeunerella (Caelifera, Locustopsidae) con las nuevas especies C. neotropica n.
sp., C. amedegnatoi n. sp. y C. nordestina n. sp. de la Formation Santana (Cretdcico Inferior, nordeste de Brasil).
Hasta ahora, la familia Locustopsidae era conocida en el Cretdcica brasileiia por dos géneros: Zessinia Martins-
Neto y Locustopsis Handlirsch, lo que sugiere que el grupo alcanzé un gran éxito en el Hemisferio Sur durante el
Cretdcico. Esta familia es tipica del Mesozoico y su registro mds antiguo proviene del Tridsico Inferior de
Australia. En la familia se incluyen actualmente nueve géneros y mds de cuarenta especies, treinta de ellas
pertenecientes al género Locustopsis Handlirsch, conocido de materiales jurdsicos de Europa y Asia, y también
de materiales cretdcicos de Asia, Africa y Brasil.

Palabras clave: Insecta, Locustopsidae, Cratozeunerella n. gen., Cretacico Inferior, Formacién Santana,
Brasil.

INTRODUCTION

The family Locustopsidae was hitherto represented in
the Brazilian Cretaceous by two genera and five species
(Martins-Neto, 1990). Here, three new species of a new
genus are described considerably extending both the
geographical and the stratigraphical distribution of the
family. The group is surprisingly abundant and diverse
(at the generic taxonomic level), suggesting that it was
most successtul in the Southern Hemisphere during
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Cretaceous times. In this paper, a new genus closely
related to Zeunerella Sharov, 1968 is described. The
fossil insects described here are represented by relatively
complete, well preserved specimens, which came from
the crato Member, the lowest unit of the Santana
Formation (Araripe Basin, Northeast Brazil, Lower
Cretaceous, Upper Aptian/ Lower Albian). The local
palaeontology and stratigraphy have been summarized in
Martins-Neto (1991; 1996). The morphological
nomenclature follows Kukalova-Peck (1991).




















