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ABSTRACT 

The sedimentary history and facies development of southern Egypt during the Latest Cretaceous and Early 
Paleogene is summarized. The G. eugubina Zone is reported for the first time from middle Egypt, where the 
conglomerate usually marking a disconformity at the Cretaceous/Tertiary boundary, is absent. The Uppermost 
Maastrichtian strata are attributed to the M. prinsii Zone, the Late Maastrichtian inde x foraminifer Abathom­
phalus mayaroensis (Bolli) was not recovered in the investigated samples. 
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RESUMEN 

En la siguiente publicación se describen sintéticamente la historia de la sedimentación y el desarrollo de las 
facies en el sur de Egipto durante el Maastrichtiense y el Paleógeno basal. La Zona de G. eugubina es descrita 
por primera vez en el centro de Egipto, donde no está desarrollado el conglomerado que normalmente 
caracteriza el límite entre e l Cretácico y el Terciario. Las capas superiores del Maastrichtiense están atribuidas 
a la Zona de M. prinsii, el foramínifero guía del Maastrichtiense superior Abathomphalus mayaroensis (Bolli) 
no se ha encontrado en las muestras investigadas. 
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meridional, Zona de G. eugubina. 

INTRODUCTION 

The cratonic area of southern Egypt (stable shelf 
of Said, 1962) was 'affected by severa! marine trans­
gressions during the Cretaceous and Paleogene. The 
early transgressive pulses, the majority of which coin­
cide with eustatic sea leve! rises (Luger & Schrank, 
1987), are dated as Aptian (Bottcher, 1982; Schrank, 
1982) or Early Aptian respectively (Schrank, 1983), 
Late Cenomanian/Early Turonian (Dominik, 1985; 
Hendriks et al., 1987), Late Turonia:n and Middle or 
Late Coniacian (Klitzsch, 1986; Hendriks et al., 1987). 
Due to tectonic control most of these shallow trans­
gressions did not flood ali of southern Egypt, i.e. 
the Aptian is restricted to the Western Desert (Dakh­
la Basin) and the Late Turonian as well as the 
Coniacian to the Eastern Desert '(see Hendriks et 
al., 1987). The largest transgression started during 
the Campanian and, although interrupted by minor 

regressive phases, !asted until the Early Eocene. During 
this transgression, which affected ali of southern 
Egypt, more homogeneous sedimentary pattems deve­
loped over wide areas, resulting in the replacement 
of "Nubian-type" psammites by pelites and carbona• 
tes. Whereas detailed palaeontological investigations 
are still in progress, sufficient data are avai lable to 
give here a brief review of the facies evolution during 
this transgressive cycle and to report on the occur­
rence of the G. eugubina Zone from a section in 
middle Egypt for the first time. 

MAASTRICHTIAN FACIES EVOLUTION 

In the Maastrichtian to Middle Paleocene strata 
of southern Egypt the followiti.g facies types may be 
distinguished: 1) calcareous marls of open marine, 
deep shelf origin (Hamama Mari Member and Beida 
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