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ABSTRACT 

The Cretaceous/Tertiary boundary in the Gamba and Tingri regions of Tibet occurs between the Zongshan 
and Jidula Formations. Arenaceous facies similar to those of the Jidula Formation are widespread in Tibet 
and Pakistan; collectively, these represen! the diachronous deposits of the Latest Cretaceous-Early Tertiary 
regression. Major faunal changes took place in Tibet during the Late Cretaceous. Ali of the Cretaceous 
ammonoids, planktonic and benthonic foraminifera, rudistid and inoceramid bivalves became extinct over the 
Campanian Maastrichtian interval in a stepwise patte rn, with abrupt Late Campanian and Late Maastrichtian 
extinction events (Tabs. 3, 4). A large number of new laxa appeared during the Danian (Tabs. 3, 4). These 
fauna! changes in the shallow-water marine facies of Tibet demonstrate that this region was not isolated from 
major global faunal changes taking place in the Cretaceous/Tertiary boundary mass extinction interval. 
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RESUMEN 

El límite Cretácico-Terciario en el Tibet, regiones de Gamba y Tingri, se da entre las Formaciones Zongshan 
y Jidula. Facies arenosas como las de la Formación Jidula están muy extendidas en e l T ibet y Pakistan, que 
en conjunto representan los depósitos diacrónicos de la regresión del Cretácico terminal-Terciario basal. 
Durante el Cretácico superior se dieron en el Tibet cambios faunísticos principales; todos los ammonites, 
foraminíferos planctónicos y bentónicos, rudistas e inocerámidos cretácicos se extinguieron durante el interva­
lo Campaniense-Maastrichtiense s iguiendo un modelo pausado, con bruscas extinciones en el Campaniense 
superior y Maastrichtiense superior (Tbs. 3 y 4). Durante el Daniense aparecieron un amplio número de 
taxones nuevos. Estos cambios, en ambientes de aguas marinas someras en el Tibet, muestran las relaciones 
d~ esta región con los cambios globales de extinción que se dieron en el paso Cretácico-Terciario. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Marine Cretaceous and Tertiary st,·ata occur over 
a wide area in southern T ibet and Gangdise-Nian­
qingtangula Mountain region (Fig. 1 ). This has beco-

me more evident in recent years as the biostrati­
graphy of the Himalayan area has been worked out 
in detail and marine Cretaceous strata were recogni­
sed to the north of the Yarlung Zangbo River during 
the geological investigation of the Qinghai-Xizang 
(Tibet) Platea u (Zhang, 1981 ). 
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